

What: A wonderful way to collect NEW books for Reach Out and Read Greater Philadelphia (ROR GP) while teaching children to reach out to others in their community
When: Your child’s next birthday party, bar/bat mitzvah, or any other celebratory event!

Who: Each invited guest is asked to bring a NEW** book for a child between the ages of 6 months and 5 years.
How: Use our sample invitation and information sheet or create an invitation of your own! Be sure to call Kirsten Rogers, RORGP Coalition coordinator at 215-590-5989, at least 2 weeks prior to dropping off the books at one of our area ROR sites.

** see recommended titles list in kit
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Sample invitation:
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It’s clearer than clear,

Quite plain to see


Our Jessica is turning three!
We hope you’ll come for her big day – 


At half past one, on Saturday



The 4th of June




To Allentown.
Come dressed for fun (don’t wear a gown) and…

BRING A BOOK!!!

Not in a box, not any book, see here’s the hook
Please bring a NEW book for a girl

Or boy, under the age of six,

We’ll send them to Reach Out and Read
Whose docs and nurses will proceed

To give them to their tots in need

With lots of talk about how fun 



and necessary reading is!
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Six Easy Steps to Throwing a Reach Out and Read Book Party!
1. Choose a date for the festivities.

2. Notify Kirsten Rogers, Coalition coordinator, at 215-590-5989 of your plans. She will need at least 2 weeks notice to coordinate your book drop off at one of our local Reach Out and Read sites.

3. Send out invitations to guests. Feel free to modify the sample invitation to include your child’s name, theme and party particulars. You can include the ROR Greater Philadelphia recommended titles list as an insert if you think your guests will need help choosing appropriate titles. Please stress that Reach Out and Read doctors and nurses distribute NEW books to young children between the ages of 6 months and 5 years.
4. Set aside an area at the party to collect the books. This can be a basket, special table or other place of honor.

5. Have fun at the party!!! Be sure to acknowledge your child’s and your guests’ generosity. For older children, donating books is a powerful way to teach children that reaching out to others less fortunate is important. Reward their burgeoning generosity!!!  

6. Call Kirsten Rogers 215-590-5989 to arrange to drop off the books you’ve collected. ROR Greater Philadelphia has no pick-up service and is unable to pay for mailing/shipping and handling cost. We will send your child a personalized Reach Out and Read Certificate acknowledging their donation.
Donate Books to a Reach Out and Read Site

Thank you for your interest in Reach Out and Read Greater Philadelphia (www.reachoutandreadphilly.org or www.rorgp.org)

Reach Out and Read (ROR) is a national non-profit pediatric early literacy program located in more than 4,000 primary care doctor’s offices across the nation.  ROR makes literacy promotion a standard part of pediatric primary care, so that children grow up with books and a love of reading.  ROR doctors and nurses advise parents about the importance of reading aloud and give new books to children between the ages of 6 months and 5 years when they come for their check-ups.

Reach Out and Read Greater Philadelphia (ROR GP) sites rely on donations and funding support from schools, community groups, corporations, foundations, families and individuals to maintain this valuable program.  You can help ROR GP doctors and nurses make books part of a healthy childhood by collecting new or gently used books!  Below are guidelines that were developed out of respect for families and in keeping with the philosophy of ROR.

NEW BOOKS

· Each year, ROR GP doctors and nurse practitioners distribute over 35,000 new, developmentally-appropriate books to children ages 6 months to 5 years.  If you choose to purchase or collect new books, attached is a short recommended title list.  ROR GP will accept similar new books that are not on the list.
GENTLY USED BOOKS

· Gently used children’s books are used in the waiting rooms of most ROR sites. Gently used books should be in good condition (covers and pages intact, clean and readable) and appropriate for children under 12.  Out of respect for families, ROR Greater Philadelphia sites do not accept books with sensitive issues and/or illustrations (such as abuse, death, divorce, holidays, religion, violence, weapons).  
DELIVERING BOOKS

· ROR Greater Philadelphia has no pick-up service and is unable to pay for mailing/shipping and handling costs.  If you would like to mail books to a ROR GP site, please call 215-590-5989 to obtain the proper shipping address.

· When you are ready to deliver books, please contact the ROR Greater Philadelphia coordinator at 215-590-5989 to discuss how many boxes/bags you plan to deliver. One to two weeks notice is required prior to actual delivery.  Drop off destination will vary, depending on the size of your donation. Please mark all boxes/bags “Reach Out and Read.”   
· When you call, be sure to give us your contact information (name and mailing address) so that we can mail you a thank you letter!

Thank you for your generous commitment to Reach Out and Read Greater Philadelphia. With your help, we can continue to make books part of a healthy childhood!

SOME RECOMMENDED TITLES

Reach Out and Read Greater Philadelphia
TITLE






AUTHOR/PUBLISHER

	**Baby Faces/I Love Colors/What’s on my Head?
	Margaret Miller/LITTLE SIMON (Simon & Schuster)

	**Good Morning Baby    **Baby Faces

**Touch and Feel: Reptiles/ Farm Animals/123
	FUNFAX/DK Publishing (Covent Garden Books)

	**Natural Baby Books (Play, Sleep, Eat, & Splash)
	St. Martin’s Press by priddy books

	**Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?

**Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What Do You Hear?
	Bill Martin Jr./Eric Carle/ Henry Holt and Company

	**The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
	Eric Carle

	**Good Night, Gorilla 
	Peggy Rathman/Scholastic

	**I Spy Board Books (Little Book/ Little Wheels)
	Jean Marzollo, Walter Wick/Scholastic

	**Blue Hat, Green Hat/Opposites/A to Z/, …
	Sandra Boynton/Little Simon (Simon & Schuster)

	**Dr. Seuss Board Books (ABC, The Foot Book, ….) 
	Dr. Seuss/Random House

	**Dinosaur Roar!
	Paul & Henriettal Stickland/Scholastic

	**The Everything Book
	Denise Fleming/Henry Holt and Company

	**Good Night Philadelphia
	Adam Gamble & Cooper Kelly/Our World of Books

	**Ten, Nine, Eight
	Molly Bang/Scholastic

	**The Rainbow Fish
	Marcus Pfister/North-South Publishing

	**My Fuzzy Farm/Safari Babies/Friends
	Tad Hills/Little Simon (Simon & Schuster)

	Where's Spot (lift the flap)?
	Eric Hill/Puffin 

	If You Give a Pig a Pancake
	Laura Joffe Numeroff/Scholastic

	The Car Washing Street
	Denise Lewis Patrick/William Morrow

	Bein' with You This Way
	W. Nikola-Lisa/Lee & Low Books, Inc.

	Do Like Kyla
	Angela Johnson/Scholastic

	Book! Book! Book! 
	Deborah Bruss/ Scholastic

	A Book of Hugs
	Dave Ross/Harper Trophy (Harper Collins)

	Abiyoyo
	Pete Seeger/Scholastic

	Sometimes I Feel Like a Mouse
	Jeanne Modesitt/Scholastic

	Wild, Wild Hair
	Nikki Grimes/Scholastic

	Jamaica Tag-Along
	Juanita Havill/Houghton Mifflin

	Allie’s Basketball Dream
	Barbara E. Barber/Lee & Low Books

	Annie’s Gifts 
	Angela Shelf Medearis/Just Us Books, Inc.

	Road Builders
	B.G. Hennessy/Puffin (Penguin Group)

	Max’s Letter
	Ken Wilson-Max/Hyperion


**ROR Greater Philadelphia sites prefer board book version.   Call 215-590-5989 with questions.






Page 4 of 4 

July 2008

[image: image4.jpg]5 G

Philadelphia




